
 

Focus Questions 
 
These questions are designed to accompany the slide show listed below. They may 
serve as focus questions prior to viewing the show or as follow-up questions. 

This and other slide shows may be found in the CD-ROM that the New Hampshire 
Historical Society sends to schools and other groups using the Society’s programs. 
Also find them on the Society’s web site at “Slide Shows”: 
http://www.nhhistory.org/edu/support/slidesindex.htm. 

 

New Hampshire: An Industrious State 
 

1. Describe two ways that early New Hampshire traders made money. 
 

2. In the small towns of colonial New Hampshire, what was the chief occupation of 
most people – even surveyors and cabinetmakers? 

 
3. How does the change in the official seal representing New Hampshire reflect 

changes in the way New Hampshire thought of itself? 
 

4. Briefly explain how “cottage” industry or “outwork” helped the local economy in 
small towns. 

 
5. What natural resource gave rise to tremendous growth of industry in the state? 

 
6. Describe two ways that railroad travel helped the economy of New Hampshire’s 

northern region. 
 

7. A postcard dating from 1912 shows a vision of the future of Newport, N.H. 
Discuss ways in which the vision is accurate and inaccurate. 

 
 
 


