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Use the following questions and suggestions to help you explore the 1849
table of railroad ticket prices.

1. In the context of this table, what does the word tariff mean?

2. How much would it cost you to travel from Concord to Boston if you bought your
ticket at the railroad station?

3. What is the distance between Manchester and Thornton’s?

4. The cost of tickets from Nashua to points further south is not shown. Even so, can
you guess what it might cost a passenger to board the train at Nashua and
purchase a ticket to Little’s? How about a ticket to Tyngsborough? Explain your
reasons for your guess.

5. Visit the Web site How Much Is That Worth Today? to learn how much a trip
between Concord and Boston would cost in today’s money.

6. Research further by visiting Amtrak’s Web site to find how much a one-way trip
from Concord to Boston actually costs today. (Can you travel by passenger train?)
Which is cheaper in today’s money, travel in 1849 or travel today?

7. With the help of your parents estimate how much it would cost to drive your own
car between Concord and Boston.

http://www.eh.net/hmit/ppowerusd/dollar_question.php

