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From the Coast to the River Valleys
New Hampshire in 1761

Up to the early 1700s, New Hampshire’s few settlements were clustered around the
province’s small Atlantic coastline. By the middle of that century, however, settlements
pushed inland. Thanks to its royal governors — especially Benning Wentworth — New
Hampshire began to take the shape it has today.

The map on the following page shows the central part of New Hampshire in 1761. It is
part of the map made by surveyor Joseph Blanchard and the Reverend Samuel Langdon.
On it, one can see the borders of the original grant of 1622 that King James I made to
John Mason. By 1761, Mason’s grant had been purchased by a group of Portsmouth
merchants — the Masonian proprietors — who added townships.

Study the map carefully.∗ What can you learn about the province of that time?

1. Note that no roads are shown on this map. Who might use a map like this? For
what purpose?

2. Explain how you arrive at your answers to the following questions:
What parts of New Hampshire had been surveyed?
What parts had been explored, but not surveyed?
What parts had not yet been explored?

3. If you were to create a new township, where might be an ideal place to locate
it? Why?

4. Find the churches shown on the map (see the symbol to the right). What
conclusions might you draw about the difference between towns with
churches and those without?

5. Which features have English-sounding names? Which have Abenaki-sounding
names?

6. Find the New Hampshire town maps on the following pages. One identifies
each town as it is today; the other shows some major waterways. Use these
maps, along with a modern road map, to compare with the map of 1761.
What features, landmarks, and towns remain the same as they were in 1761?
What town names no longer exist? (Can you figure out their modern names?)
How has New Hampshire’s border changed?

                                                
∗ It is useful to print these pages for easy comparison of the maps, but also it may be

helpful to have access to a screen view of the Blanchard-Langdon map. PDF documents
have the capacity to zoom in crisply on otherwise hard-to-read sections.



Part of the Blanchard-Langdon Map, 1761 (NHHS Collections)



From “New Hampshire Town Outline Maps”  available on our CD-ROM or on our Web site:
http://www.nhhistory.org/edu/support/nhgeog/nhtownmap.pdf.



New Hampshire Map with Waterways and Town Boundaries, 2006


